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NSCR LECTURE
SERIES 2022

Restora�ve Jus�ce and Environmental Harms

This NSCR lecture series, Restorative Justice and Environmental Harms, 4 -31 May, 
explores how communi�es and the criminal jus�ce system might reconsider punish-
ment for crimes against the environment. Environmental protec�on legisla�on 
typically relies on law enforcement to achieve compliance through detec�on and 
arrest; a deterrence model. The logic is simple, if ge�ng caught is too costly, people 
will not break the rules. Punishments such as fines and incarcera�on are meant to 
‘rehabilitate’ the offender and have them ‘pay their debt to society’. This approach 
relies heavily on (a) the ability of law enforcement to detect viola�ons and (b) the 
quality of the criminal jus�ce system post-arrest. 

Deterring environmental harms is difficult because the behaviour is o�en hard to 
detect, making the certainty of punishment quite low. Moreover, punishments 
handed down by the criminal jus�ce system are o�en seen as too low or infrequent 
to outweigh the benefits. Deterrence models also fail to address the harm done to 
the environment, because punishment is rarely linked to restoring the environment 
or compensa�ng the communi�es impacted by the damage. 

In this 5-part lecture series, speakers will address how the ideas of restora�ve jus�ce 
can be applied to environmental harms. Restora�ve jus�ce offers a complementary 
and alterna�ve approach to behavioural change that focuses on repairing harms 
done to individuals and communi�es, not using fines or incarcera�on to repay 
society at large. The approach has been used in a variety of contexts around the 
world to address serious problems. The lecture series will highlight opportuni�es 
and challenges to using restora�ve jus�ce for environmental harms.
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PROGRAM

Each lecture will be one hour (15.00 - 16:00 CET); 20 mins presentation, 40 mins discussion. The 
number of participants is limited; priority will be given to those attending every lecture. Regis-
tered participants receive a zoom link before each meeting. If you would like to register for the 
lecture series, please email nscr@nscr.nl. 

From
15:00

to 16:00
CET

4 May

11 May

18 May

25 May

31 May

Se�ng the Stage: Opportuni�es and Considera�ons for Using 
Restora�ve Jus�ce to Address Environmental Harms

Exploring Restora�ve Jus�ce Approaches to Wildlife Crimes 
in South Africa

Environmental Vic�ms and Claims for Jus�ce in Brazil

The Art of Repair: Bridging Ar�s�c and Restora�ve Responses 
to Environmental Harm and Ecocide

Conserva�on-li�ga�on.org: Using Liability Lawsuits to Remedy 
Biodiversity Loss

Antony Pemberton | NSCR, KU Leuven
Beate Völker | NSCR, Utrecht University
Andrew Lemieux | NSCR

Ashleigh Dore | Endangered Wildlife Trust

Jacob Phelps | Lancaster University 

Brunilda Pali | KU Leuven

Marília de Nardin Budó | Federal University of Santa Catarina


