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Electronic Laboratory Notebook (ELN) News  
  

The Faculty of Science adopted an Electronic Laboratory Notebook (ELN) system in 2016. 
After so many years, due to European regulations, the Faculty is obliged to go through a tender process 

to decide whether  we can carry on with the same ELN software or select a new product. 
 
An ELN system will always be available to support our researchers in the digital , certified, 

secure management of their research data 

 

       ...so....keep calm and go ELN! 
 
 
  
. 
  
 
 
  

https://us12.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=14971225#RDM
https://us12.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=14971225#currentstatus
https://us12.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=14971225#training
https://us12.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=14971225#support
https://us12.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=14971225#whatisnew


 

ELN tender process in details 
 
ELN tender process principles 
  

 The ELN is a means for conducting effective, efficient, and transparent research, not a goal. 
 Researchers will use a broader application landscape of which the ELN may be part (for the 

disciplines concerned). 
 One ELN will not fit all disciplines fully. Establishing which disciplines can share the same ELN 

is part of the project. 
 Clear faculty and institutional policies are required for active ELN-usage (and related research 

tooling). 
 The new ELN should at least serve the current users, although expanding to new user 

groups/disciplines is welcomed. 
 Aim/ambition is a broad, all-round ELN-environment for multiple disciplines, that is easy to use 

and helps to comply with the FAIR principles. 

 
ELN tender process roadmap 

 
The contract for the current ELN will end on the 31st Dec 2022 so we have to deal with strict time 

constraints. A dedicate Project manager has been hired to manage the process according to the 

schedule below: 

 
 
We are currently in phase 5. Over 10 Suppliers have shown interest in our offer. We are currently 

answering any question these Companies might have on our requirements and specifications. 
 
Phase 1: Define Tender Project 
 
In this phase it has been defined the scope of the Project and the working team composed by 

representatives from the Faculty Bureau and 3 Institutes (IBL, LACDR, LIC). The representative staff has 

been chosen by the Institutes' Management.  
 
 
Phase 2: Establish Functional Requirements 
 
4 distinct work sessions have been organized with the key users. Every session had the objective to 

discuss and identify the functional requirements. 

 work session 1: data management (storage, versioning, tags); protocols, templates, workflows; 

accessibility and usability in/out the lab; Inventory management 
 work session 2: usability; search; reporting 
 work session 3: advanced search ( chemical search ); sample and equipment management. We 

also looked at which "new" products the market offers  



 

 work session 4: user types and space needed, group sizing; how to boost the usage of the ELN 

 
Phase 3: Prepare call for Tender 
 
All the requirements  -functional and non-functional- have been collected and reviewed; an official 

document has been prepared and distributed to the Procurement department. 
 
 
Phase 4: Tender published 
 
The official documentation has been published on the Negometrix tender platform. 
  

Contact us if you need further information 
  

 

Current ELN status 
 
 
ELN Training 
 
The last training will take place on 21st June 2022. Registration can be submitted from the ELN Portal. 
 
ELN Change Management 
 
Due to the end-of-life of our current ELN, the Change management activities will end and no further 

customizations will be initiated in the current ELN. 
 
ELN Support 
 
The support on the current ELN carries on until the end of the year. 

 

Requests, issues and others can be reported via the ELN Portal: 
  
  

mailto:eln-bioscience@science.leidenuniv.nl
https://helpdesk.universiteitleiden.nl/tas/public/ssp/content/serviceflow?unid=dab2ad95728e408a9801977322f82ef2&from=00a8af8d-7910-4349-ad56-d076afd944d6&openedFromService=true
https://helpdesk.universiteitleiden.nl/tas/public/ssp/content/detail/service?unid=5dd966def5ef4db699040627922744fe&from=8d48d7e4-74a5-49c0-8ed9-e9f346aff00e&_ga=2.35701344.1905821998.1603092755-985397618.1581411117


 

 
  

 

 

What happens with the data in the current 

ELN? 
 
 
All the data are stored in an Oracle database which is backed up every day. All the data can be exported 

and saved for future references. 

 

Perkin Elmer will provide a procedure to export all the Experiments in XML or PDF format.  
 
Depending on the new supplier the migration plan will be managed accordingly. 
  
  

 

What's new? 
 
 
ELN upgrade to 20.1 
 
Together with ISSC, we are working to upgrade ELN to the latest release. 
The upgrade guarantees the fix of bugs and the compatibility with the latest software.  

The ELN system is moved to the onsite Cloud (LUCI). 



 

 
 
FWN Data Steward 
  

Dr. Alessa Gambardella joined the Faculty of Science as a data steward in 2022. 

Alessa received her PhD in analytical chemistry from The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 

2013 with a focus in electrochemistry and nanoscience under Professor Royce W. Murray. She followed 

this with a postdoctoral fellowship at the Getty Conservation Institute in Los Angeles, where she turned her 

scientific research toward supporting the conservation of cultural heritage. Prior to joining Leiden 

University, she also held scientific research positions within the field of cultural heritage in the Netherlands, 

at the Rijksmuseum Amsterdam and the Van Gogh Museum. During that time, she collaborated with the 

NMR Facility at the Faculty of Science for her research into the structure of ultramarine blue pigment using 

solid state NMR. Adjacent to her research, she has been an active advocate of improving data stewardship 

for research data, including through the implementation of the FAIR principles. She previously held an 

internship at the GO FAIR Foundation (GFF) in Leiden and will continue her affiliation with GFF in support 

of incorporating the FAIR principles into the research data lifecycle at the Faculty of Science. 

As a data steward, she intends to help make caring for research data beneficial for researchers and a daily 

part of a researcher’s repertoire that is as exciting as doing research itself because of the implications it 

can have for unforeseen pioneering research discoveries.  

 
 
  

 

 

General Information 

 

Contact 
 
Email to eln-bioscience@science.leidenuniv.nl 
Website: www.universiteitleiden.nl/eln 
 
 
Events 
 
See Training Schedule 
 
 
Curious? 
 
Several ELN tutorials can be found on the Faculty’s YouTube channel. The videos cover some of the 

basic ELN functionalities. 

 

A Web User Guide is also available. Here you can find general information, examples, basic and 

advance functionalities etc. 
 
 
Links 

mailto:eln-bioscience@science.leidenuniv.nl
http://www.universiteitleiden.nl/eln
https://helpdesk.universiteitleiden.nl/tas/public/ssp/content/serviceflow?unid=b5a8fbdd7bc149cfbe0910a2d02be082&from=8d48d7e4-74a5-49c0-8ed9-e9f346aff00e&_ga=2.79081949.833455736.1603360091-985397618.1581411117&openedFromService=true
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBWi0S8Zd4ioR9cgyaSO8VXIAsiTjniL-
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBWi0S8Zd4ioR9cgyaSO8VXIAsiTjniL-
http://spweb09/ENService/WebHelp/E-Notebook%20Guide.htm


 

 Nationaal plan Open Science 
 Amsterdam Call for Action on Open Science 
 NWO 
 Regeling Datamanagement Universiteit Leiden 
 University Library: Datamanagement 
 FAIR principles 
 List of metadata standards 
 ( University Library ) Example list selection data to archive 
 ( University Library ) Leiden Research Data Information Sheets 
 ( University Library ) Template Data Management Plan 
 PerkinElmer ELN 
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https://www.openscience.nl/
https://www.government.nl/documents/reports/2016/04/04/amsterdam-call-for-action-on-open-science
https://www.nwo.nl/beleid/open+science
https://www.organisatiegids.universiteitleiden.nl/binaries/content/assets/ul2staff/reglementen/onderzoek/regeling-datamanagement-universiteit-leiden?_ga=2.67590033.1634015577.1516615775-1853726095.1487230993
https://www.library.universiteitleiden.nl/research-and-publishing/datamanagement
https://www.force11.org/group/fairgroup/fairprinciples
http://www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/metadata-standards/list
http://blogs.library.leiden.edu/researchdata/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2016/07/selection_research_data_20151002.pdf
https://vre.leidenuniv.nl/vre/lrd/Pages/information-Sheets.aspx
http://blogs.library.leiden.edu/researchdata/about-this-blog/data-management-plan/template-datamanagementplan_leiden_v2-2/
http://www.perkinelmer.com/nl/category/electronic-lab-notebook-e-notebook
mailto:eln-bioscience@science.leidenuniv.nl

