
Protocol extreme weather conditions 
dd. 18-7-2022 

Working in relation to advice by the government:  
As a public body, the KNMI has the official task to give out weather warnings. The KNMI gives out 

warnings when weather conditions become a risk, to contribute to the safety and accessibility of the 

Netherlands. By giving out warnings in time, the KNMI allows people to prepare for dangerous 

weather, which lowers the chances of damage and injury. The warnings are based on the impact of 

dangerous weather. With general advice the KNMI aims to limit the impact of dangerous weather. 

The KNMI gives out warnings for: 

• Rain 

• Slipperiness & snow 

• Thunderstorms 

• Wind gusts 

• Temperature (heat/cold) 

• Visibility 

• Whirlwinds 

Code yellow: warning 
There is a local chance of dangerous weather.  
 
Code orange: be prepared 
There is a significant chance of dangerous or extreme weather with high impact and high chances of 
damage, injury or inconveniences. This can be very local. Code orange can be given out 24 hours 
before if the chances of extreme weather are 60 percent or more. 
 
Code red (extreme weather warning): take action 
This is an extreme weather warning for weather that has a big impact on society. This warning will 
only be given out after consultations between het KNMI, Rijkswaterstaat and travel organisations like 
ANWB. The weather conditions can cause so much damage, injury and inconvenience that it can 
severely disrupt society. This can be very local. Code red can be given out 12 hours (at the earliest) 
before the weather phenomenon occurs. Code red can also be given out when there is a small 
chance of extreme weather conditions, but the safety risks are many. 
Rijkswaterstaat advises to not travel unless absolutely necessary. 
 
Code red (extreme heat): National Heat Plan is activated 
The RIVM and KNMI decide together whether the heat plan is activated. The chances of persistent 
heat, with maximum temperatures above 27 degrees Celsius, is an important consideration. Other 
factors that are taken into account are the expected temperature at night and the atmospheric 
humidity. 
People in good health can also suffer overheating or a heat stroke because of exceptional 
temperatures. Watch out for symptoms that point to that: fatigue, concentration issues, dizziness 
and headaches. Dehydration can cause cramps, nausea, exhaustion, fainting and unconsciousness. 
Alert a medical professional in case of serious symptoms or if the symptoms persist. 
 
Measures (general) against sun and heat: 

• Drink enough water; 

• Wear thin clothes that offer protection from sunburn; 



• Seek out the shade; 

• Put on sun cream; 

• Limit physical exertion in the afternoon; 

• Keep your dwelling cool with sun protection, fans or air conditioner; 

• Keep an eye on people in your environment that need extra care. 
 

What does the Faculty of Social and Behavioural Sciences (FSW) do when the National Heat Plan is 

activated? 

• Code yellow: the FSW follows the national advice: warning 

• Code orange: the FSW follows the national advice: be prepared 

• Code red (both heat and extreme weather warning): the FSW follows the national advice and 

activates its own protocol. 

Protocol Code red 
In case Code red is activated, the Central Crisis Team (CCT) makes decisions and shares these with 

the faculties. Marketing & Communication departments (faculty or university wide) are responsible 

for communication around Code red. They use the following mediums: website, email, scala screens 

in the buildings. 

When the National Heat Plan is activated, the FSW proposes the following arrangements and 

activities (additional to the CCT decisions): 

General (location management in collaboration with VG/UFB): 

• Where possible the FSW is actively providing enough water to drink; 

• The opening hours of the Pieter de la Court Building are adjust to 6:00 hrs in the morning; 

• Possible adjustments in (class) schedules; students are advised to check Brightspace in 

regards to their (class) schedule of that day; 

• The building is being ventilated and aired in the evenings and at night; 

• Mechanical ventilation is switched on at night (if available, goes via Real Estate); 

• Automatic starting up of IT equipment (study spots, audiovisual equipment) is switched off. 

Individual (staff/student): 

• Work from home in consultation with your manager, follow classes from home if possible; 

• Do not plan intensive physical exertion; 

• Drink enough water. It is good to drink at least 2 litres of water per day in warm weather; 

• Turn on as little lights in rooms and lecture halls as possible during the day; 

• Seek out a cooler work and study spot, such as a lecture room in the basement or a room 
that is not at the sunny side of the building; 

• Lower internal sun screens when you arrive and raise them when you leave; 

• Do not turn on screens, computers and other sources of heat if not necessary; 

• If the building is being ventilated, ensure cross-ventilation occurs. 
 
N.B. It is not allowed to bring your own ventilation or air conditioning, with the exception of table 
fans in rooms that have windows at the sunny side. See the house rules FSW 
https://www.medewerkers.universiteitleiden.nl/binaries/content/assets/sociale-
wetenschappen/faculteitsbureau/huisregels/huisregels-prive-elektrische-kleine-apparaten-fsw-
2017.pdf 
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